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New York Openings This Week 


Springtime Folly-Golden, 2/26/51. HeClay Blaney's production of new musical by 
Jacob Schulman and \Jilliam He Lieberman. Starring Mabel Telleferro, Jack \hiting end 
Gilbert Mack, 


Digests of Current Reviews --- more on back poge 


The High Ground-48th St.Theatre, 2/20/51. Four mild "pros" from first night 
whodunit fans greeted Charlotte Hestings’ British melodrama. Critics of Mirror, Post, 
Journal Americon and \iomen's Wear agreed that fine acting by Margoret webster, Tom 
Holmore and Leueen LiecGrath, plus perfect direction by Herman Shumlin, saved the eve- 
ning but they were forced to agree with colleagues that script was too slow moving. 
Sheaffer, Eagle, suggested suthor might have fared better if she cut her script into 
two separate plays, Chapmen, News, who usually votes with the mystery fons, couldn't 
approve. He is still hoping to see a mystery where the murder is’ committed onstage. 
Atkinson, Times, suggested that the multi-talented Miss Webster could have penned a 
more interest-ing script. or 


Razzle Dazzle-Arene, 2/19/51. Young comic Dorothy Greener received recognition 
from 811 of the daily critics, but mejority panned first NeY. presentation of a musi- 
cal in the round as 9 poorly done amateurish productions Times, Mirror, World Tele- 

“ gram & Sun and Women's ‘/ear critics suggested playgoers might enjoy revue if they go 
in the right frame of mind. While rémainder admitted it was unfair to judge show on 
professionel basis. With exception of Dorothy Greener's continuous ‘satire on "All 
About Eve", materiol by Mike Stewart was termed weak. Lee Goodman and Barbara Hamil- 
ton received a few kind words, but the majority were dismissed as not ready for Broad- 
way. Chapmon, News; admitted he tried to keep his eyes off the stage as much as pos- 
siblee Most of those who ee newcomer Greener — her style with that of 
Wally 


The Split decision filed by newspaper appraisers 
on first joint effort of Mr, and Mrs. George Koufman (Leueen MocGrath). ‘Max”Gordon's 
production starring Dorothy Stickney and Paul MicGrath received top. praise of. critics 
of News, Mirror, Compass, Eagle, Newark News: ‘and omen 's Wear as one of. the warmest, 
tenderest and most worth while plays of .the season. They especially praised-fine 
staging. by Kaufman of his 26 scenés. Top acting’ ‘efforts by supporting cast headed by 
Polly Rowles, Donald Keyes, and Jodan \Watmore.shared adjectives, Latter was singled 
out for praise by Watts, Post, and Hawkins, WT&S.e Dissenters feared that. script was 
.too much like a soap opera or_slick mag@zine’ story wheré it takes too long for very 
little to happen. Though Fagle critic enjoyed play, he thought authors tried’ to pre- 
sent too much entertainment in one evening. . Chapman, News, applauded pley as just 
type he has been asking for ~- 8 play with interesting pedple doing interesting things. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Herald Tribune editors must realize their responsibility in choosing a new drama 
critic. Trade gossip has thém considering only name writers. If @ critic must be 
chosen from outside the organization; more then circulation figures must be considered. 

' They should certainly consider. for this influential post the two fine writer-director 
critics Walter Kerr and Herold Clurman, whose reviews in Commonweal.and Nev Republic 
are among most literate and available to discriminating theatré 
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critical digest 


A Key to' NYC Critibism At a Glance 
Shows sre rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will 
be hits. "“So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the 
Shows for an entertaining or stimuleting evening. 


1, NY Times 11. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 

22 NY Herald Tribme (12, Wall Street Journal -- 22. Commonweal 

3e NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 23. Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nothan 24.6 ChreSci.lionitor 
5 NY Compass 15. Ward Morehouse 250 Sat, Review Lit. 
we NY Post 16, Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

“e NY Journal American 17. Wriety 272 Time 

8. World Telegram & Sun 18. Billboord ‘28, Nation —. 

9. Brooklyn Eagle ' 19, Theatre Arts 290, New Republic 

10. Newark Nev's 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


ANGEL IN THE PAYNSHOP-Booth, 1/18/51. Prot 3-6-8-10+11-12-13-18-30. 
Cont 3-26-27, 
AFFAIRS OF STATBiusic Box, 9/25/50. Prot 
. Cone 29. 


BLESS YOU ALl-Hellinger, 12/14/50. 15 votes. 
Cont 
BELL, BOOK AND GANDLE-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 21 votes. 
Cons 2-6- ~15-17-19- =20+21-22. 
CALL ME MADAM-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pros 23 votese Con: 1819-28-29. 
THE COCKTAIL PARTY-liiller, 1/2/50. Pros at votes. So-Sot ‘14, Cont 1-8-12-20-22- 25-29», 
THE COUNTRY GIRL-Lyceum, 11/10/50. Pras | 21 votess ‘Gone 4-8-14-27-28-30, 
DARKNESS AT NOON-Booth, ¥/13/51+ Prot. 
Cont So-Sot. 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-Ziegteld, 12/8/50. Prot 21 votese So-Sot 14-18- = 2223-27, 
Cont 6-28. 


GUYS AND DOLLS-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Prot 27 votes. Cont 28, Nonet 16-21.. 

THE HAPPY TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pros 20 Cont 

KISS MB KATE-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 27 votes. Cont 29; None: 28; 

THE LADY'S NOT FOR BURNING =Royale, 12/8/50. Prot 22 votes. So-Sot Cont 3-11-29. 
THE MEMBER OF THE WEDDING-Empire, 1/5/50. Pro: 25 votese Con: 14, 30-50% 2-27-30. 


QUT OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot 
Cont So-Sot 260 


PEEP SHOi-Winter Garden, 6/28/50. Prot So-So8 3-12- “176 
Cont 


THE ROSE TATTOO-Martin Beck, 2/3/51. Prot 1-2-3-5-9-10-11, Cont 4-6-7. So-Sos 8° - 
SEASON _IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Prot 19 votes. Cont 10. 
SECOND THRESHOLD-liorosco, 1/2/51 Pro?! 1-2-3-! -6+7+ 

Cont 4- 9o13-14-17-18-2 3-27=28., 


SOUTH PACIFIC-Mejestic, 4/8/50. Prot 1-2-}3-4-6- 7=8411-13-15- 
Gon 276 50-008 230 


TWENTIETH CENTURY-Fulton, Prot 19 votese 5-24-28 Nongs 4- 
21-256 
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Green Room Department 


HERALD TRIBUNE CRITIC...Broadwey rumor factories guessing who willbe named to fili 
Post recently resigned by Howerd Barnes. John Mason Brown, Gilbert Gabriel, 
Ward Morehouse, Richard Watts, John Crosby, John Hutehens and Elliot Norton are 
some of the nemes mentioned. Variety understands peper is in no hurry to fill 
assignment, though a neme figure will be sought. At present Otis Guernsey, Jr. 
will be first string theatre aoummans he was named motion picture critic last 

: week, 


FARLY CURTAIN??? .Uhot ever happened to the 7:00 P.M. curtain ideo which was sup- 
posed to be in the discussion stage, asks Morehouse, WT&S. Once weekly early 
curtain proposed by columnist would be for benefit of commuters. 


ANSWERING CRITICS...WOR Rudy Vellee clarified his ‘stand on having actors answer the 
critics. If his daily program was broadcast from N.Y. he would open his micro- 
phone the morning after an. opening to actors, directors and : roducers to take 
issue with en unfair, biesed or unknowing critic's opinion. 


OFFSTAGE HERO...Host fetching theatrical cheracter of current season is Rosario 
delle Rosa, the offstage Sicilian who dominetes The Rose Tattoo, insists Kil- 
gallen, Journal. She does wish the outhor hed presented him onstage for just a 


CAPSULE CRITICISHS...Phillips, WI&S, views of the shows includes Bless You All - 
Beiley &Barnum...Bell, Book and Candle - Rex, Lilli end John...«Second Threshold 
- Clive Brook and Mergeret...The Rose Tattoo - Waiting for Chest y-. -Dorkness At 
Noon The Rains Came. + «Not For Children The Rice Snafu. 


TV AUDIENCES...Velue of TV proved by wide audience which witnessed fine performance 
of Helen Hayes on Pulitzer Prize Playhouse’s production of Maxwell Anderson's 
Mary of Scotlend, comments O'Brien, Journal American, Original Broadway and 
road audience of 1933 play wes about 600,000 while TV progrem was watched by 
more than five million in 40 cities. ‘the cost.of the latter was less then the 
Brosedway production. 


NEW RED QUIZ...Mortimer, Mirror, hasn't been fooled by phony loyalty oaths signed by 
show business stars. "We are aware that Broadway is lousy with creeping, slimy 
Soviet partisans...These are the same actors.who are talking about organizing 
committess to send food to India." A new House minority group os waka 
make headlines the wilt not 


TALENT TIP...Sherry Bratton, fener str teen turned actress in ANTA's Peer 
Gynt is a good bet for TV commercial and drematic stints recommends Billboard, 

SHORT PROS..«Merquee space Limitations brought -unusual quotes to Billy Budd signs at 
Biltmore, notes Zolotow, Times. "Powerful-Sun" ond “Excitement-Times" is all 
there is room for on thd side boords. Ay F3 


Theatre News Round 4 


Shows that closed include Not For Children and Bless You All.. Whitney Bolton, 
Morning Telegraph, to review first nights at 11:00 Pais on WFDR-FM..eRohert Sylves- 
ter, News, on "Iadies Before Gentlemen" panel on WABD...ePaul Denis, Compass; resign- 
ing,»..eJohn Mason Brown, SRL, to give seven lectures at Yale during April..-Brooks 
Atkinson writing "Once Around the Sun"... Wolcott Gibbs, New. Yorker, has temporarily 
shelved next play..."Outer Circle" group celebrates first anniversary...American 
Thestre Wing "Tony" awards to be presented March 25th. 


*. Interview Round 


HY GARDNER..«eSyndicated columnist predicted on ABC Mary Margaret licBride that 
within two years the NeY.Times would include a Broadway gossip column of some typé. 
It is just one of those inevitable steps of evolution that must come sonner or: later, 
His landing of the "Eerly Bird on a column in. the (nemne Tribune was & step 
in d frien 


ARNOLD SCHULMAN. 5 .Young playwright now teking ‘courses at American Theatre \Wiing 
is learning the hard way to write ploys, Pihodna, Herald Tribune discovered. The 
former University of North Carolina student is convinced that New York is the only 
plece to write plays. His'My Fiddle Hes:Three Strings will be produced by the 
Theatre Guild. While atterding: classes in N.Y.Schulman has been living on the GI 
bill study grant of $37.50 a month; which just sbout pays for his East side flat and 
bread end cream cheese sendwich Stet. 


RUSSELL NYPE...Gel2 Me Modem ‘now at: Ste Regis supper show has been 
working on his night club act for ‘three years, he: told MBS Serdi's. As for the report- 
ed ruckus coneerning the Duchess of Windsor, he ‘thinks there must heve been some mis- 
anderstandinge Both the Duke Duchess have been kind their 
friendship on hime 


4 
igest s of Current:Reviews *. 


Billy Budg-Biltmore, 2/10/51. Mejority of. waekly critics applauded stage ver- _ 
sion of Melville novel adapted by Louis Coxe and Robert Chapman, Cest headed by Den- 
nis. King, Torin Thetcher and. Charles. Nolte. shared “honors with. designer Payl Morrison 
and director Norris Houghton. Most. of” the. compl iment s went to authors for turning 
out a delicate, articulate, intel ligent script that had overtones of the best of the 
morelity playse Time. criti¢; feared mixture of melodteme, and morality was not entire-. 
ly satisfactory, but play was: still better than most-Broadway shows. Critics of 
Newsweek, Cue, Variety and Christian Science. Monitor ‘joined praise. But Gibbs, New 
Yorker, and Francis, Billboard, were of different minds. Former feared play was a 
strenge mixture of "The Moon of the Ceribbees" and. Shaw's morel reflections, while 
latter thought hero's unalloyed sweetness and light was too big a pill for audience 
to swallow. Both agreed on aerkts of fine acting and production. 


The Rose Tattoo-Mertin Beck, 2/3/51. Republic, and ilarshall, Nation 
voted for the new Tennessee Williams‘ script, but both had minor reservations. . Clur- 
man doesn't believe director Daniel Mann followed s¢eript in presenting characters for 
their queintness and comedy. By doing: this he has lost much of the play's poetic | 
line and almost all of its inherent tragic stature. Mershall felt it wos all good 
theatre in the elementary sense; but. that the second act was merely cheap, vulgar... 
farce. >The fault lies with Williams who can exercise mo critical judgment on his own 
Both compliment ed of Maureen Eli Wallach and support- 

ng cast. hes 


Ti-Cog-Broadhurst , 2/9/51=2/10/S6 Fridolin' 8 quick Broadway flop couldn't have 
succeeded on encouregement of weekly critics who also panned showe But the star him- 
self wes liked by most of the reviewers. Hobe, Variety, suggested that professional 
play doctoring and directing would have saved the dey. Gibbs, New Yorker, filed what 
he called the “battiest critical judgment of the year" when he stated that the play 
wes probably ae good as Ihe Hoppy. Time, another pley on French Canadian mores. Ex- 
cept for the ster, languege difficulties of' most. of:.cast made pley hard to understand. 
Gebriel, Cue, thought the production would. have been better if presented in the ori- 
ginel French. Revue presented in by. the Shuberts folded in.three performances, 
but plens to reopen in Montreal where it ren for two and a holf. years, 
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